














A little piece of home. A garden of
their own – that was what a group
of Bosnian refugees in Göttingen

wished for. Soon the women’s dream
came true when they were presented 
with a plot of land. This became the first
“international garden” that would be
jointly tended by refugees and German
families. 

That was in 1996. Since then, with a
little help from anstiftung, the idea has
borne lush fruit. In Göttingen alone, 
300 people from 20 countries of origin
work on the international garden project.
Many similar initiatives ensued. The
“international gardens” are a prime ex -
am ple of initiatives the nonprofit orga -
nizations anstiftung and ERTOMIS –
since January 2007 merged to form 
“Stiftungsgemeinschaft anstiftung & 
ertomis” – have been sponsoring for
many years. 

Other examples of the foundation’s work
are the Haus der Eigenarbeit in Munich
and the Kempodium in Kempten, two
centers set up by anstiftung that have for
many years provided opportunities for
craftsmanship and artistic activities,
exchange and events. The foundation
also publishes research reports, organi-
zes conferences and links and advises
several initiatives. That’s how an exten-
sive network has grown up over the years
that enables people to turn their visions
into reality. 

And that’s not all. The Mittelsten
Scheid foundation also backs diverse
research and university education proj -
ects, the arts, museums and exhibitions
as well as the restoration of historical 
buildings. That’s why, whenever it’s a 
question of works for the common good,
the name of this great family of entre-
preneurs comes up again and again.

Ertomis Stiftung GmbH was initiated
in1973 by Erich and Charlotte Mittelsten
Scheid and Vorwerk & Co. KG. The re-
search company anstiftung was founded
in1982 by Jens Mittelsten Scheid.

In January 2007, the two companies 
merged to become “Stiftungsgemein-
schaft anstiftung & ertomis.“ The 
foun dation’s key focuses are historical 
awareness, self-determination and a 
sustainable understanding of social 
wealth. The foundation sponsors culture,
science and research, and supports 
projects that foster sustainable lifestyles. 

www.anstiftung-ertomis.de

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

A garden tended by people from very different nations, a house for fostering craftsmanship and artistic 
activities – the foundation anstiftung & ertomis supports projects that foster individual initiative and the
peaceful co-existence of cultures. The Mittelsten Scheid foundation has made this work possible. 
It also sponsors other scientific, charitable and cultural projects.   

Charitable Initiatives of the Mittelsten Scheid Owner Family

Ideas for a 
Humane Future 
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“Every human being has far more
talents and abilities than he or she
realizes. We would like to create the
conditions in which such potential
can develop – for the benefit of the
individual and of society.” 

Jens Mittelsten Scheid
Member of the Vorwerk owning family 

Najeha Abid with freshly picked vegetables from her “International garden.”
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